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and he having no pretence for it, and that to remove
to England, would take away all occasion from him.

I insisted so peremptorily upon it, that he could
not avoid coming to a point, either to keep his word
with me, or to break it; and this, notwithstanding
he used all the skill he was master of, and employed
his mother and other agents to prevail with me to
alter my resolutions; indeed the bottom of the thing
lay at my heart, and that made all his endeavours
fruitless, for my heart was alienated from him. I
loathed the thoughts of bedding with him, and used
a thousand pretences of illness and humour to pre-
vent his touching me, fearing nothing more than to
be with child again, which to be sure would have
prevented, or at least delayed my going over to
England.

However, at last I put him so out of humour that
he took up a rash and fatal resolution, that in short
I should not go to England; that though he had
promised me, yet it was an unreasonable thing, that
it would be ruinous to his affairs, would unhinge his
whole family, and be next to an undoing him in the
world; that therefore I ought not to desire it of
him, and that no wife in the world that valued her
family and her husband's prosperity, would insist
upon such a thing.

This plunged me again, for when I considered the
thing calmly, and took my husband as he really was,
a diligent, careful man in the main, and that he knew
nothing of the dreadful circumstances that he was
in, I could not but confess to myself that my proposal
was very unreasonable, and what no wife that had
the good of her family at heart would have desired.

But my discontents were of another nature; I
looked upon him no longer as a husband, but as a
near relation, the son of my own mother, and I re-